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COME, LET vs PRAISE THE LORD. WITH Joy: 
| LET vs JOYFULLY SING To GOD OUR A- 
_ VIOUR. | PSALM xev. VER: i. e No Ore 


'Taz« Catholic Church! has * theſe words : 
of the royal prophet, for the introduction to the 
divine office, which is ſung by her children, in 
teſtimony of the honor, praiſe, and love, which 
they offer to the Sovereign Lord of all. Though 
they firmly, believe, that nothing which they can 
do, can ever encreaſe or diminiſh his infinite 
B | 


| 


f men. 


and eternal glory, yet they are aſſured by him, 


through his condeſcending revelations to man, 
that the facrifices, the Prayers, the hymns, and 
the canticles of his faithful ſervants, are acceptable 
and grateful to him. Thou, 'O Lord, haſt heard 


my prayer, lays the Pſalaiſt, ty bymks and thankſ- 


givings are pleaſing before thy fight ; the ſacrifice 
of a contrite and humbled heart, thou, O Lord, wilt 


uot defpiſe. 8 


But ſolemn worſhip of prayer and adora- 


tion from the creature to the Creator, has been 


alſo the belief a and NNE, of all ages of the 
m inning, worſhipped | his 


Maker, by ſome external marks of his depend- 
ENCE no N Cain offered wi . 


The ar of the *Arſt ae was hide 


by fuch tem porary rites and ceremonies, as O- 


caſional inſpiration or tradition had caught a. 
This tradition, which had fo neatly ppr 


the origin of man, muft have been clear and 
unequivocal. In the commencement: of the old 
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having erected the firſt permanent temple for the. 
Votſhip of God, was- reſerved: for: the reign of 
of the Chriſtian law, priſons, caves, and deſerts, 
ocbecrlic" deniples Iucabctoctelrailitihip ODS 
was offered. The cruel perſecutiona of the times 
had driven the firſt Chriſtians into theſe obſcure 
retreats, where they aſſembled to celebrate the 
holy myſteries. During the firſt two hundred 
years, they had no written. liturgy or farm of 
worſhip. The myſtic ſacrifice of the Lamb was 
invariably the ſame; but the prayers, ceremo- 
nies, and thankſgivings, which accompaniect it, 
handed down to them, from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. Their pious meetings were, however, 
calumnĩated, their doctrines were mifrepreſent- 
ed, their loyalty to the Roman emperors ſuf- 
pected, and even the myſtic facrifice of the Holy 
Euchariſt was ſo conſtrued by popular deluſion, 

that ſome of the Pagan hiſtorians of thoſe times 
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| had accuſed them of murdering at each meeting 
ohe whoſe fleſh they firſt covered with flour, and 
then diſtributed to the votaries preſent, along 
with myſtic libations of wine. . Thus they left 
upon record, what was the belief ny thoſe firſt 
Chriſtians, that the fleſh and blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt were diſtributed among the faithful, * 
the 18 e of rag w_ wine. 
But hs "FREY views, ——_ patience ta: com- 
W /the-errom of man, he who, during fo 
many ages, has ſuffered perſecution againſt truth 
and virtue, to triumph, brings forward a ſerene 
morning after a long a too long dark and ſtormy 
night of perſecution and oppreſſion againſt thoſe 
who believe in his ſacred law- he, in a ſeaſon- 
able time, will entirely break aſunder the bands 
which forbid the propagation of true religion; 
and will grant toleration to all mankind. Not 
that impious toleration which is the murky pro- 
duce of indifference to all religion „ but that to- 
leration which is the child of compaſſion, of for- 
bearance, and charity, to the errors of others. 
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That n which teaches us, dap e even the 
believer of a falſe and erroneous faith, may poſſi - 
very exceſs of the ſincerity of his ignorance or 
conviction; for that no error can be ſinful, or ex- 
clude any from ſalvation, unleſs it be voluntary. 
But whatever may be the erroneous, or true, 
opinions of man in whatever light that Heaven 
may view the one, or the other, the exterior | 
worſhip which may be offered to him by any, 
can never be acceptable, unleſs it proceeds from 
the heart. This is what the Apoſtle calls, «vor/bip- 
ing God in fpirit and in truth. That is, to be 
preſent at the awful myſteries of religion, not 
only with a due recollection and attention of 
mind, but alſo with a purity of heart, or at leaſt 
with a deſire of purifying it, if infected with the 
ſtain of ſin. For, as it is certain, that to be 
preſent , at the facred myſteries, with an abſent 
mind, or intent only upon worldly affairs, is not 
to worſhip God in ſpirit, it is equally true, that 
to be preſent with a heart contaminated by fin, 
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and reſolved to continue in fin, is not to worſhip 


him in truth. To worſhip God in truth, ſays 


St. Paul, is, to caſt off the works of darkneſs, au 
io pur on the armour of light; to walk bene as 
in the day, not in rioting aud drunkenneſs ; not in 
chambering and impurities ; not in contention. and 
envy; but in putting on Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe two 
points, the worſhip of God in ſpirit---the worſhip 
of God in truth, mentioned by St. Paul, is the 


ſubject of the preſent diſcourſe ; and, in con- 


fideration of the unuſual length of | this day's 
ſolemnity, I ſhall be as brief as poſſible. 


© The whole world is, but one temple, which 


the infinite Being fills throughout with his pre- 


ſence. Whereſoever we are, he is there, for in 
God, we live and move and have our being—if we 


riſe to the higheſt heavens, we there meet him 


—or if we ſink into the loweſt abyſs, there alſo 
we find him. That fublime Being, who, as the 
prophet expreſſes it, rides upon the wings of the 

wind, and direffs the ſtorm who guides the 


motions of the many millions of planets round 


r 


7 their reſpective ſuns, and preſerves the harmony 
of the univerſe, is equally attentive to the fall f 


„ —— 


a ſparrow, neither can à hair drop from your bead, 
without bis Toncurrence. His all-bounteous hand 
28 effectually extends to thoſe barbarous or in- 


fidel nations who do not acknowledge him, as 


to thoſe who worſhip and adore him. The 
humble prayer from the lowly cottage, as ſurely 
reaches his throne, as the moſt ſolemn canticles 
in the moſt ſtately temple. But, though he be 
ever ready to liſten to the prayers of his people, 
in hutſoe ver language, or in whatever corner of 
the globe, they invoke his name; yet from the 
earlieſt accounts that we have, of his revealed 


will to man, we learn, that he had frequently - 


ſpecified places where he wiſhed that ſolemn 
wotſhip ſhould be offered---he has ſometimes 
added, that he would be peculiarly attentive to 


ſuch prayers as would be offered on that hea- 


ven-favoured ſpot. Speaking to Solomon, he 
ſays, My eyes ſball be open, and mine ears ſhall 
attend to the prayers of him who ſhall pray in this 
place, for 1 have choſen and ſanctißed this place. 


* 
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He even N that any een of it; 
ſhould be puniſhed with immediate death; and 
by his ſpecial command, no: Iſraelite was per- 
mitted to come within ſight of the ſacred altar, 
without firſt purifying himfelf externally, Row: 
| op of the interior e of his ſoul. 


My TOI if ſo much en . to 55. 

temple of Jeruſalem, which was only a figure 
of the temples, where God is worſhipped: in 
ſpirit,” and in truth. If it claimed ſuch awe and 
reſpect. to approach an altar, ſtained only with 
che blood of animals, what reſpect and awe is 
due, to that altar, upon which the blood of Chriſt 
is offered myſtically for the ſins of man? An 
altar as ſuperior in ſanetity to that of Jeruſalem, 
as the immaculate victim of the new-covenant, 
is above the blood of calves and goats, which 
were ſacrificed upon the altar in Jeruſalem ? 
What, therefore, muſt we think of ſuch Chriſ- 
| tians, as preſent themſelves before this ſacred 
altar, with an abſent mind, or a. mind intent 
only upon worldly occupations ; or, it may be, 


upon ee ee None 1 


to think, that ſuch worſhip can be acce 
God. For, he being a ſpirit, mutt be wot. - 
| ſhipped in fpirit ; but man being a compound 
of matter and fpirit—an organized being, de- 
pending upon his external ſenſes: theſe ſenſes | 
muſt be aided by the ſolemnity of worſhip, by 
the pomp of ceremonies, or perhaps by the af- 
foecting tones of mafic, to call home the wan- 
dering mind from worldly ſcenes, and to raiſe 
the ſpirit to the adoration of God. The proud 
| philoſopher may boldly preſume, that he can 
_ raiſe his ſpirit to the contemplation of the Su- 
preme Being, without ſuch external aid be- 
lieve him not if ſuch a power be granted to 
man, it muſt be to one long habituated to the 
pious exerciſes of divine contemplation; but is 

a gift not conferred even _ the n of 
the . "= . 


Thus fapertitfon W fl ire ich ed 
extremes in religious worſhip, which a true 
Chriſtian will endeavour to avoid. To put 
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one a 8 and confidence in reigiows © cere- 
ei is a Ahne 3 OPER 
ed by the Catholic Church. On the other 
hand, to deſpiſe thoſe ceremonies, and to con- 
Ader them as no way uſeful to raiſe the chriſtian 
mind to the contemplation of the Sovereign 
Good, is equally erroneous—is a fanatic pride, 
the fallacy of which daily experience brings home 
> viction. Thoſe external ſymbols in 
divine worſhip, are like the ſcaffolding to the 
Pile, of which they do not conſtitute a part (as 
. no ſcaffolding forms a part of any building), but 
they are no leſs neceſſary inſtruments to raiſe it 
to perfection. In every profeſſion of the world, 
we find the utility of thoſe external ſymbols, to 
enforce reſpect for the laws of the country 
we find the neceſſity of them admitted for worldly 
purpoſes, by thoſe very perſons who reject them 
as uſeleſs in religious worſhip. Thus, the ſplen- _ 
did dignity ſurrounding the monarch upon his 
throne—the awful ſolemnity of the judge upon 
the bench, cannot TE be more necellary to 


* - 
a 
p 7 * z ; q 
: 4 MO = 


impreſs the minds of the beholders with due 3 
veneration for thoſe high dignities, chan it is to 
employ ſimilar means to impreſs the minds of 
Chriſtians with profound reſpect for the ſublime 
and incomprehenſible myſteries of religion. 


The facred ornaments which ſurround the 
altar, the ſymbolic robes of the prieſt who of- 
ficiates there, the varions ceremonies employed 
by him, in offering up the divine facrifice, have 
each of them a myſtic alluſion to ſome paſſage 
in the hiſtory of the paſſion and death of the Son 
of God. It would be injurious to you, to ſuſ- 
pect you of paying any divine worſhip to thoſe 
external repreſentations ; but how uſeful are they 
to raiſe your thoughts and hearts to the love of 
God! Your own experience can teſtify this. 
For you, in particular, my poor brethren, whoſe 
narrow circumſtances in life have left illiterate, 
and thereby incapacitated from reading in thoſe 
ſources, whereby you might acquire knowledge 
of our redemption—the church tries to remedy 
chat deficiency, by furniſhing you with ſuch ſym- 
C 2 
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bels, as muſt convey to the moſt ignorant and 
lite rate, the eſſential and ſublime truths of the 
Chriſtian law. That crucifixion. on the altar, 
which, though of itſelf it is of no internal virtue 
f or efficacy, yet it tells you in a more abridged, 
and perhaps in more affecting imagery, than ſe- 
|  weral pages of Scripture could do, the ranſom 
which your immortal ſoul has coſt no leſs than ä 
Kain ee Sen of Gad. In one fin- 
gte repreſentation, it preſents to your view, an 
epitome of the whole doctrine of the goſpel 
af all that is required of you, towards God, and 
towards man. It tells you, in the moſt pathetic 
language, that to ſuffer, and to forgive, is the 
example which he ſet for us, and the eſſence af | 
een. % artery 


4 1 hs 5 every rank through life, external 
worſhip. and ſupplication to God, are indiſ- 
penſable duties. Gratitude for bleſlings received, 
or ſupplications to avert. evil, or to be relieved 
from it, are the natural appendages of our mortal 
ſtate. . 


But, ſays the unbelie ver, why ſupplicate Hea- 
ven to avert evil, or to relieve us from wants; 

for, if aſſiſtance and relief be proper for us, God 
will grant it without ſupplication ; and, if it be 
not proper for us, all our ſupplications cannot 
obtain it. My brethren, ſuch an idea is as op- 
poſite to the common notions of life, as it is to 
revelation. The common notions of life have 
formed into a proverbial maxim, that what is 

obtained <without aſting, is generally received with- 
aut gratitude, or thanks. This is the caſe be- 
tween man and man. Moreover, ſince God 
has declared in ſo many parts of Scripture (ſome 
of which I have quoted for you), that prayers 
and ſupplications to him, are the indiſpenſable ' 
conditions upon which he will confer his be- 
nefits, it is highly abſurd, and in ſome degree 
impious, to ſit down coolly, and wait for unaſted- 
for grace, or mercy ; and expect, that it ſhould 
be conferred, as the reward of idleneſs, of in- 
dolence, and of ſloth. Beſides, God ſees that 
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prayers and ſupplications have a tendency to 


amend the petitioner himſelf. They give him 
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habits of humility wit kee upon God. 


They accuſtom him to love and ſubmiſſion to 
his holy will, upon which love and ſubmiſſion 


his own happineſs depends. They alſo make 


him ſubmiſſive and obedient to the laws of his 
country. This example excites in others the 


ume pious and uſeful ſentimenrs; and theſe ſen- 
timents may render him at length worthy of 
obtaining from his Creator, thoſe bleſſings for 


which, in the beginning of. his prayers and ſup- 
plications, he was totally unqualified. It was, 


therefore, wiſe in God, to make prayers and 
ſupplications to be neceſſary conditions for ob- 
raining his benefits. Nay, Chriſt himſelf has 


compared the importuning ſolicitations of a pe- 


titioner to Heaven, to a man, who, wiſhing to 
borrow bread of his neighbour, does not deſiſt 
from his importunity, after the firſt and ſe- 
cond refuſal, but perſeveres until he obtains his 


with. | 


| If be ſhall continue at the door, ſays our Sa- 
viour, in the 11th chapter of St. Luke, though 
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3 may not riſe to ſave bim, Aveda 
his friend, yet he «will becauſe f his importunity. 
How much more ſo, continues he, will your Hea- 
ently Father. grant the wm ** to "on who 
* 1 | 


But, through whatſoever external worſhip we 
put up our petitions to God, unleſs this worſhip 
be accompanied by à pious, attentive, and ſub- 
miſſive mind, we worſhip- him not in ſpirit, and 
all our prayers and proſtrations are but empty 
forms, by which we neither glorify God, nor 
profit our own ſouls. This people, ſays the in- 
ſpired writer, orſbip me with their lips, whit 
their hearts ate far removed from me. Thus, to 
appear before the ſacred altar with a diſſipated 
mind, .and in that ſtate to lay before God our 
weakneſs and neceſſities---to addreſs him with 
_- our lips, whilſt our hearts are unmoved---to call 
for his grace and aſſiſtance to raiſe us from in, 
_ whilſt we ſhew no deſire of co-operating with 
his grace, is nothing leſs than giving to our 
prayers and ſupplications an appearance of 
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mockery; and; inſtead of obtaining mercy by 
che exerciſe of the moſt uſeful and moſt con- 
ſolating duty of the Catholic law, we but add 


to the catalogue of our ſins. | Curſed is he, fays 
the Holy Ghoſt, who doeth the work of the Lord 
negligently; and what work is more peculiarly 
the Lord's, than the worſhip which is offered 
to him in his ſacred houſe. To ſuch Chriſtians 
we may ſay, what St. Paul faid to the Athenians, 
they . worſhip an unknown god. They come 


| not into the temple of the Lord, to. raiſe their 
| thoughts to him---theſe thoughts are far other- 


wiſe employed upon their worldly projects 
upon the encreaſe of their trade and buſineſs, 


or upon the promotion of their children. 
Their minds are agitated only by the concerns 
of this world; diſquieted oy ſome loſſes---cha- 


grined at ſome misfortunes---it may be, in- 
duſtrious only to attract a dangerous admiration, 
which, even out of this houſe, would be un- 
lawful: but to aim at it in the houſe of prayer, 
is impiety and ſacrilege. The Deity, before 
whom they bend the knee, is not the being 


worſe—pethaps they dare to appear before che 
altar of the God of purity and truth (where the 
blood of the Redeemer of man is offered) with 
a heart poſſeſſed by the impure ſpirit, and poſ- 
fibly the very accomplice of his crimes, preſent 
along with him, ſharing his looks and attention 
alternately with her and God's altar; and even 
at the ſolemn part of the holy myſteries, forming 
ſchemes for future crimes! Oh! away from 
henee, thou daring intruder! God abhors thy 
pretended worſhip and homage. The very an- 
gels who ſurround the holy place, view thee 
with - indignation and horror; and impatiently 
wait for the commands of -the Almighty, to 
expel thee, like another Heliodorus, out of the 
temple, as an apoſtate and contaminated ſinner. 


But no, finner; notwithſtanding thy infirm- 
ities, remain in the houſe of mercy, God is 
patient, becauſe he is eternal. He willeth not the 
death of the finner, but his converſion: and where 
are you to expect that converſion more op- 
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dy u than in the Lord's houſe? © where, he 
Himſelf fays, if /wo or three be aſſembled in his 
name, be will ſhed his bleſſings upon them. If you 
depart from this houſe, in order to return to 
your uſual ſcenes of folly, your having been 
preſent: here will ſerve to provoke the juſtice of 
God, by the unworthy uſe which you make of 
His benefits, perhaps to be irrecoverably loft. 
The houſe of God is deſtined for the reception 
of ſinners, as well as of the juſt. All the ſo- 
lemnities of our worſhip—the adminiſtration of 
the Holy Sacrament—nay, the ' ſufferings and 
death of the Son of God, have principally in 
view, the reconciliation of ſinners to their of- 
fended Creator. The Church no longer cries 
out from the altar, as was the practice in the 
firſt ages of Chriſtianity, at the beginning of the 
| facrifice of the Maſs, commanding the profane 
to depart, and not dare to be preſent at the 
facred myſteries. Such diſtinctions are no longer 
made; and the wicked, as well as the juſt, are 
| permitted to be preſent at the myſtic ſacrifice. 
But if the Church permits the ſinner to be 
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abe, it is 3 he Church aſhes upon 
his ſincere defire of being converted to God. 
Becauſe the Church hopes, that the prayers of 
the faithful—the powerful interceſſion of the 
| blood of Chriſt, will call down from Heaven 
upon him the grace of repentance. And that, 
though he comes into the houſe of God a ſinner, | 
he will depart from i it, if not altogether purified 
from fin, at leaſt that he will form holy reſo- 
lutions of leading a better life in future. The 
Church admits him within the facred walls, but 
places at the very door, water, which is ſanctiſied 
| by the word of God and prayer; not with any 
ſuperſtitious view, that ſuch holy water can have 
any intrinſic ſelf-efficacy or virtue; but, among 
other benefits, it reminds the Chriſtian who be- 
ſprinkles himſelf with it, that he is come into 
the houſe of the Lord, where @ pure and clean 
heart is neceſſary to make his offering acceptable to, 
God: and that if he be in ſin, he ought to purify 
and waſh himſelf from it, by repentance. He 
is thereby alſo reminded, that when he was bap- 
tized with that facred emblem of inward clean- 
D 2 
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to renounce the devil and all his works-—the world 
and all its pomps—the fleſh, with all its cor- 
Tuptions; and, by beſprinkling himfelf when he 
comes into the houſe of prayer, he calls God, 
his Angels, and the Church, to witneſs, that he 
thereby renews thoſe vows he had made in 
baptiſm ; and, therefore, his entering into the 
houſe of the Lord, at leaſt without a reſotution 
of turning from ſin, and keeping thoſe promiſes, 

proves him a pecjurer, both on earth, * in | 
heaven. 


I have now, my bredires, briefly kerched the 


neceſſity- the duty---the advantages, of wor- 


ipping God; and thereby putting up our pray- 
ers and ſolicitations for his bleſſings and mercy. 
Thrice happy are thoſe who avail themſelyes of 


theſe means of ſalvation, which Providence has 


furniſhed for them. But, let me add this awful 
warning too Woe to thoſe who neglect theſe 


means, which Heaven points out for their ſal- 
vation---theſe will riſe in judgment againſt them ; 


A SERMON. „„ 


when the Righteous Judge will bring each to 
an account for what he entrifted to bis fte ri. 
ſoip; and when want of opportunity, and means 
of ſanctification, cannot be alledged as the ſin- 
ner's excuſe. Whilſt Heaven permitted that the - 
Chriſtian ſhould be debarred the free exerciſe of 
his religion, his neglect might plead lenity--- 
but what will excuſe him, when all theſe im- 
pediments are removed---when, not only the 
reſtrictions of religion are leſſened at home, but 
that a foreign religious and pious ſovereign, who 
glories in the name and title of Catholic King, 
has generouſly and liberally erected this fabric 
which you behold'? He, with true Catholic cha- 
rity, confiders, that whatever temporal intereſts 
may ſeparate or divide one kingdom from an- 
other---however they may claſh in their com- 
mercial or political views, yet he conſiders juſtly, 
that they ought to agree in univerſally promoting 
religious worſhip to the common Father of all, 
whoſe fun ſhineth upon the juſt, and the unjuſt. 
He has imbibed that true dogma of our holy 
faith that the Catholic Religion is of no nation, 
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bra Church, deſcribed. Wa the Prophes, which | 
was to extend from the riſing 10 the. ſatting: ja] 
_ Urged by theſe truly Catholic principles, ſo 
: congenial-to the title of his crown; and. alſo. by | 
| his known predilection for this nation, a Ne : | | 
: dilection which i 1s fomented by his virtuous repre- 4 
| ſentative at this court, and by the faithful bas 
around his throne, he has formed the cſtabliſh-, | 
ment which you behold; hoping that God would | 
pour down his bleſſings through this channel 
chat the prayers of the faithful offered up here | 
"might preſerve peace, concord, and amity, be- 3 
tween both nations.--+But above all, hoping. | 
that it might be the means of glorifying the 
King of kings, by being the ſource or firm 1 
_of eternal bliſs to thoſe who were ranſomed by 
the blood of Chriſt, . e 
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